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Abstract

Peter Hiers
Professional Sculptor
Cultural Dreams, Nightmares and My Dream for the Future

In my native country of the United States, there is a common ideology called “the

American Dream™ in which the pursuit of material success is the path to fulfillment

f

% and self~worth, a dream which has spread around the globe. This dream is based in a
Eﬁk false myth that having “more, bigger, better, quicker, faster, easier for me now™ will
%% somehow lead to personal satisfaction and self-worth. My own dreams are different
E‘ 1:( from these nightmarish scenarios. I dream of a world in which all people have mate-
gdﬂ rial comforts necessary for individual survival. While there are many benefits to
;E achieving levels of material comfort, there are also deeply troubling long-term
g consequences of endless consumerism, consequences which can have nightmarish

effects on the ultimate survival of all humans, along with many other life forms.
Depletion and degradation of our survival resources has dire consequences. 1 hope
equilibrium can be achieved between what we take from and what we renew with our
life-sustaining resources. Perhaps most importantly, I dream that people will find
their own self-worth and sense of fulfillment from within themselves, rather than
chasing the false-substitute of acquisition. Can we all find our dreams of personal
self-worth from within ourselves, rather than from endless material pursuits? Isn’t
that where personal fulfillment can be found anyway? This is the Shared Dream I

hope to see evolve from the selfish and cumulatively destructive trajectory of the

“American Dream.”
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Schedule

9:30 Mr. Shao Dazhen is the prolocutor
Mr. Liu Dawei addresses the seminar
9:50-12:00 Presider: Wang Yong and Zhang Xiaoling
1. Shang Hui (China)

2. Kawther El-Sherif (Egypt)

f
3. Zheng Gong (China)
4. Peter Hiers (USA) z;";

5. Zhang Gan (China)

[

Tea Break
6. Leyla Rasulzade (Azerbaijan)

7. Han Xuezhong (China)
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8. Battur Tsedenpil (Mongolia)
9. Kong Zi (China)
10. Gary Stern (Israel)

I1. Liu Xuanrang (China)

12:00-14:00 Lunch

14:00-16:30 Presider: Ding Ning, Tao Qin and Wang Yong

l. Janos Kosa (Hungary)




